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Amongst the favours of Providence to the Faithful was
the cancelling of his order by the Sultan for the departure
of the Arabs, whom he had allotted to the Sharlueh and
Gharbieh provinces and to Upper Egypt. As before
mentioned the Sultan had decided to take with him on the
expedition a body of Arab cavalry to move in front of
the troops in war. So he summoned the Arab Sheikhs and the
overseers and instructed them to provide 500 mounted men,
or according to some 5,000.

They went all over the country imposing on each small
village the maintenance of two horsemen at 100 dinars, and
four on the larger villages at 200 dinars. When the Fellahin
of the districts heard of this they left their villages and their
crops and fled, so some of the villages became desolate in this
movement.

When the Amirs heard of this they went to the Sultan and
complained to him about this, and said: " We are setting
out with you, and our villages are destroyed ; whencS shall we
get food and give pay to our followers ? " The Sultan was
put to shame by them, and ordered these doings to be stopped.
He issued imperial edicts to the overseers and Sheikhs of the
Arabs cancelling previous orders, and telling them to return
what had been taken from the Fellalrin. The imperial edicts
reached the villages, and but for them the whole of Egypt
would have been devastated and overtaken by famine, God
be praised for this deliverance !

Among the events of this time was the exaction of money
by the Sultan from the daughter of Amir Khair Bey, Inspector
of the Gharbieh Province. She was the wife of Amir Tani Bey,
the treasurer and one of the chief Amirs, and was the person
implicated in the degrading affair before mentioned. When
the Sultan made a claim against her for a large sum of money,
he sent a number of eunuchs to demand this money. Upon
which she set to work to sell her dowry and all her stock and
other property. On the death of her father, Amir Khair Bey,
some enemies had accused her of taking property of his,